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to her daughter from an unsuccessful marriage enters into the prenuptial calculations of the average Rumanian mother.
To my mind there is something abnormal, to say the least of it, in this view of married life. But "this does not appeal to the Rumanians in the same way. A great friend of mine, and a charming woman, referred with pride to a case in which a man whose wife left him to marry his friend (the second marriage is often arranged before the first is broken off) not only restored to her her "dot" intact, but actually doubled it, to prove that he had been a faithful steward of her goods while in charge! " C'etait un beau geste I" said my friend. " He proved himself a perfect gentleman in a most difficult situation! "
The women are very intelligent, and, I think, would be better wives if the husbands were more faithful. As it is there are few happy marriages.
The social world, however, is very amusing, as Rumanians excel in the art of small talk. French is the universal language spoken, which makes it easy for a foreigner to become intimate with them.
Bucharest has great attractions besides its wonderful tea and bon-bon shops. One is the Lautari, or gipsy music, than which nothing in the world is more divine to dance to. These men are supposed to be the real gipsies, and they have such a wonderful ear for music that I have known them pick up a tune in a ball-room from a few notes whistled by some one present and play it off as a concerted waltz without any previous study at all. The Rumanians are so fond of music that I have more than once seen a young man dining alone at a restaurant signal to the first violin to come across to him, and forBUCHAREST                        229
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